
CHILD SPONSORSHIP
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Education is the key to making lasting change in the 
lives of the most vulnerable and  poorest communities 
in our world. In HOPE we believe that providing an 
education is one of the most important gifts we can 
give to street connected and slum dwelling children 
in Kolkata. We see it as a sustainable way to assist 
children and give them the tools to help to lift them 
out of the abject poverty into which they were born, 
and to give them opportunities for employment and 
self-sustainability into the future.

Our Child Sponsorship programme is the vehicle we 
use to do this.

Payments made to each child sponsored on this programme enable HOPE to provide education, nutrition 
and medical care for each individual sponsored child.  We provide school books, other educational  materials, 
school uniforms and school fees, to ensure that each child is enrolled and stays in school right throughout 
their primary and secondary education. Improving the health and nutrition of children are also priorities of 
The Hope Foundation, and we believe are key in ensuring that children reach their potential.

Each child has only one sponsor (unless a sponsor wishes to include a family member or a friend as a co-
sponsor).

WHAT IS THE HOPE CHILD SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMME?

Please visit https://www.thehopefoundation.org.uk/get-involved/sponsor-a-child or alternatively 
contact our Child Sponsorship Coordinator, Yvette by emailing yvette@thehopefoundation.org.uk

HOW DO I SPONSOR A CHILD?



When you make your decision to sign up to sponsor a child and if you have a preference for a particular age 
and/or gender of child to sponsor, HOPE will allocate a child to you based on your preference. However 
we do encourage and advise our sponsors to support the child who has been waiting the longest for 
sponsorship, at that time. HOPE can also provide you with case histories of other children who require 
sponsorship, and you may chose a child to sponsor . Please note that you will be the sole sponsor for the 
child.

100% of your donation goes 
directly towards the education and  
nutritional and healthcare needs of 
your sponsored child.

No overheads or other expenses are 
taken by HOPE, from your monthly 
donation of £20.

As a HOPE Child Sponsor, you will receive:

• A Case History with your sponsored child’s photograph, and personal details and information about 
your sponsored child’s family (if available).

• You will receive an annual progress report (before the end of any given year) detailing an update 
about your sponsored child’s education progress, and any other relevant achievements of note. It 
will also include a handmade Christmas card, and a letter or a drawing made by your sponsored child, 
and a recent photograph of your sponsored child .

• The Annual General HOPE Newsletter sent to you by email/post. 
• The bi Annual Child Sponsorship newsletter sent to you by email.

CAN I CHOOSE WHICH CHILD I SPONSOR?

WHERE DOES MY 
SPONSORSHIP 

MONEY GO?

WHAT CAN I EXPECT TO RECEIVE?



The sponsored children live on the streets or in the huge slums of Kolkata - where often the whole family live 
in one tiny room in very challenging and disadvantaged conditions. Some of the children in our sponsorship 
programme are being cared for within HOPE protection homes (for example, if their parents have passed 
away or there is no-one to look after them), as they have no other safe place to live.

The families of these children are, at best in very low paid jobs and are struggling daily to have enough 
money for food. This results in the children dropping out of school at an early age and facing a future of 
poverty themselves in turn, due to lack of education and skills meaning they are trapped in the lowest 
paying jobs. By contrast, when they are able to stay on at school this opens a whole world of opportunities 
for children and the chance to escape this grinding cycle of poverty.

HOW DOES MY SPONSORED CHILD BENEFIT FROM MY SUPPORT?

DO ANY OF THE SPONSORED CHILDREN REALLY
BREAK THE CYCLE OF POVERTY?

One young woman from HOPE’s sponsorship programme has achieved a Masters in Social Work, and has 
now become a teacher. Another graduate from our child sponsorship programme has not only obtained a 
science degree, but has also completed a course to become a renal dialysis technician and is now working 
in a hospital.

We have many sponsored children who have been able to access further education due to their kind 
sponsorship donations. We have children who have completed their degrees and found well paid 
employment and many are currently studying for their Masters.

From 2003, Nandini had been staying at a HOPE protection home. She has reached 18 years of age and 
she has been moved from the Protection Home to After Care Home. Nandini has completed her Higher 
Secondary Examination 2019 with grade B. Presently (March 2021) she is doing a Hospital Management 
course (BHM) from IMS (Institute of Management Study). We wish her every success.



Pinky is a very sincere and hardworking girl. Currently she is studying in class XI. She had received vocation 
training from Hope Life Skill unit, Hope Café. She completed her training and did really well and she was 
placed in a renowned restaurant. She is very happy with this job. She is working hard. She is now staying in 
a rented apartment. She is efficiently handling both her studies and her work. She is doing well for herself. 
Pinky is grateful to her donor for providing her constant support which helped her complete her education 
and fulfilled her dream. We wish her luck for her future endeavours.

HOW LONG WILL MY SPONSORSHIP LAST?

So sponsorship really can make a huge difference to their lives and the positive impact they can have on 
the lives of others.

Ideally, child sponsorship is a long-term commitment throughout the period of the child’s schooling, which 
can typically last until the child is 18 years old, or longer if the child continues with full time further study.   
Despite the best intentions of both parties, sponsorship can end earlier for a number of reasons. These 
include: 

• When your sponsored child finishes school and begins to earn an income 
• If your sponsored child’s family moves away to another part of India – making it difficult for HOPE to 

monitor their progress
• Your sponsored child goes on to higher education or vocational training. This depends on the individual 

student’s results in their final school examination. At that point, the sponsor can choose whether to 
continue the sponsorship or not.

Whatever the reason, we will notify you when your sponsorship comes to one of these natural ends. If and 
as we receive relevant information about your sponsored child, our Sponsorship Coordinator will contact 
you with the details.

If your sponsored child moves away from Kolkata with their family, we will let you know  and you will have 
the option of transferring your sponsorship to another child. 
 
We will offer you the opportunity to continue to support your child in higher education or vocational 
training if this is the path your sponsored child takes, or to sponsor another child who is still at school and 
in need of support.

Excellent clear communication and transparency are the key components of our sponsorship programme 
and we will keep you informed of your sponsored child’s future plans when they are approaching 18 years 
of age.



A sponsor may cancel at any time, for any reason. We understand that people’s circumstances change over 
time and we do not necessarily need to know your reason for cancelling.

If you do need to cancel your sponsorship, please let us know. This will enable us to keep our records up-to-date 
and to secure new sponsorship by another family or individual so he or she can continue their education.

WHAT IF I NEED TO CANCEL MY SPONSORSHIP

You are welcome to write to your sponsored child if you would like to but being a sponsor does not oblige 
you to write or communicate directly with the child.

If sending a letter, here are some general guidelines to follow: 

• Keep it short and simple. In most cases 
the letter will be read or translated by 
someone whose first language is not  
English. Please do not include your 
address on the actual letter – in order 
to keep your personal information 
private and confidential.

• Sending a letter, photo or drawing by 
email is the quickest way to ensure 
your message gets to your sponsored 
child quickly. You can email a photo 
or scan of your letter to yvette@
thehopefoundation.org.uk if you 
would like to send your information 
this way.

• If you would like to send a letter or card through the post, please put it in a larger envelope, mark 
for the Attn of the HOPE Child Sponsorship Coordinator and post to The Hope Foundation, Second 
Home, 68 Hanbury Street, London E1 5JL.

CAN I SEND LETTERS & GIFTS TO MY SPONSORED CHILD?



HOPE ensures that across all of our programmes, we endeavor to celebrate individual  children’s birthdays 
with a party, and they receive a small gift to mark the occasion. We appreciate the gesture of a gift to 
sponsored children, however we do not encourage special gifts of money or goods to be sent to individual 
children for several reasons:

• This might cause jealousy and unhappiness because not all of the children within all of our programmes 
/ communities are sponsored.

• Some sponsors might send gifts that are unsuitable in nature or value, which might confuse or 
disorientate the child and their family.

• The postal service in India can be unreliable, and we cannot guarantee that a parcel will arrive at its 
destination intact or in a timely manner.

• Additional resources may also be involved as customs duty may be payable. These costs often outweigh 
the value of the gift.

• Wherever possible, we also try to purchase items for the community locally; this not only ensures 
better value for money but also contributes to the local economy.

CAN I MEET MY SPONSORED CHILD?
Yes, you can visit your sponsored child. For many people, a visit to Kolkata to meet their sponsored child  
is a one in  a lifetime and a transformative experience. It is also the best way to see how their support is 
making a difference. 

We are happy to assist in arranging a visit and coordinating with HOPE homes and projects in Kolkata, to 
arrange to meet with your sponsored child. Please get in touch via Yvette@hopefoundation.org.uk if you 
would like to discuss  planning a visit.

Note: In accordance with our Child Protection Policy, sponsors are not allowed to take children out of their 
Protection Home for outside visits. A HOPE staff member from the Home or Project will supervise all visits.

Yes! We can easily set up child sponsorship for 
your group, school or business.  Please get in 
touch.

CAN WE AS A GROUP 
OR SCHOOL / BUSINESS 

SPONSOR A CHILD?

If you have any further questions please contact our
Child Sponsorship Coordinator

(yvette@thehopefoundation.org.uk).


