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A Message from our Founder
“It’s in our hands, and I am humbled that so many of our supporters help us with a gift in their Will. The poorest people in our global
community live a life of bare subsistence, one of uncertainty, insecurity, more suffering and quite often, premature death. There are no
safety nets, such as social welfare, for the families we work with. Their survival is determined by your generosity and kindness in
reaching out and responding in whatever way you can.
Thank you most sincerely for your incredible generosity in wanting to support our work as we thrive to enrich the lives of the children
and communities living in poverty across the city of Kolkata.”
Maureen Forrest,
Founder & Honorary Director, The Hope Foundation

About HOPE
The Hope Foundation (HOPE) is a registered charity working with street-connected children in Kolkata, India. HOPE was set up in 1999,
to help restore basic human rights to the street-connected children in Kolkata. Today, HOPE is one of the largest and
most recognised NGOs in Kolkata.
The Hope Foundation rescues abused and abandoned children from the streets and slums of Kolkata, India. HOPE restores childhoods
and provides the support necessary to build better futures for children and vulnerable families.
It is estimated that between 100,000 and 250,000 children in Kolkata are living with little or no shelter. To survive, children scavenge in
rubbish dumps to find scraps to sell or beg on the streets. Most are not in school and have poor health. Many of these children have been
abandoned and are at high risk of abuse, exploitation and child trafficking.
The Hope Foundation works inside the slums and on the streets bringing life-changing services and support to the poorest children.
HOPE runs 60 projects on the ground in Kolkata, 12 of which are protection homes. We work with children and their wider communities
to effect positive and sustainable change.

Our Programme Areas
Child protection - Saving children's lives and rescuing them from exploitation, abuse, starvation and sickness;
Healthcare - Providing health services for the most vulnerable in society;
Education - Enabling and supporting children to learn and develop in a safe environment, providing a pathway out of poverty;
Vocational training - Developing young people's skills and vocational qualifications to enable independent living;
Awareness & capacity building - Increasing awareness of difficulties in Kolkata while developing and empowering local organisations
to build long-term sustainable solutions;
Emergency response - Delivering a 24/7 emergency response unit to vulnerable children and families on Kolkata's streets.

Why HOPE?
Your gift could help us support children and young people in their education
The Hope Foundation believes every child has the right to receive an education. It is key to
building an independent successful life and a chance to escape the cycle of poverty.
Education gives children an opportunity to find their strengths and empowers them to pursue
careers and to provide for themselves, as well as their future families. HOPE understands that
education is critical for the development of society as a whole. By giving more children access to
education, the benefits will inevitably filter through into the wider community. It means that
more children live free from exploitation.
Your gift could help us rescue and protect children from exploitation and abuse
Child protection is about rescuing children from exploitation and abuse, starvation and
sickness. It’s about protecting the most vulnerable in society and providing them with
immediate care.
Depending on the needs of the child, they may go on to live in one of our protection homes
where they will receive our care and support for as long as they need it. There is no limit to our
care. Children rescued by HOPE will have a family and support for life, not just until they turn
18. Other children we rescue may return to live with their families, while receiving on-going
community based support from HOPE.
Your gift could help HOPE provide lasting solutions to social problems caused by poverty
By giving people training, skills and trades, we are giving them power. The power to take control
and change their lives forever, and to help others do the same.
The Life-skills Institute delivers high-quality vocational training. Professionally designed
training, which is tailored to suit the capabilities of the trainees, provides young women and
men with the opportunity to receive training and a job placement to provide for their families.

The different ways to give in your Will
A share of your estate
Once you have taken care of your loved ones, you can leave a share of, or the remainder of your estate to HOPE. This is called a residuary gift.
A gift of money in your Will
You can choose to leave HOPE a specific amount of money in your Will. This is called a pecuniary gift.
A specific gift in your Will
You can choose to leave HOPE a specific item, such as jewellery or even a house when making a Will. This is called a specific gift.
A gift when a trust ends
You might want to set up a trust in your Will so that someone can enjoy the benefit of some money or property during their lifetime.
Afterwards, the remaining money or property would then come to HOPE. This is called a reversionary gift.
Finding a solicitor
We recommend you consult a solicitor when writing your Will. Just visit the Law Society website for a list of legal professionals in your area.
We encourage you to leave a gift without restrictions so we can restore childhoods and provide the support necessary to build better futures
for our children in Kolkata.

Tips for making or updating your Will
When making or updating your Will, we recommend that you get
professional advice from a solicitor. These useful tips will help you think
through your wishes beforehand:
Think about your assets
Spend some time listing the assets you own, their rough worth and
whether you share ownership. You should also think about any debts you
have, and estimate their value, as this will reduce your estate.
The what and the who
Consider the gifts that you would like to leave to family and friends. Make
sure you have their full names and addresses to hand when you write your
Will. After friends and family, you might like to consider leaving a gift to
The Hope Foundation in your Will – if you do, make sure you have our
correct address and charity number: The Hope Foundation for Street
Children, Second Home, 68 Hanbury Street, London E1 5JL. Charity
Number: SC038809
Managing your affairs
Your Executors are the people named in your Will who will look after or
organise your estate after your death. They can be family members and/or
friends, professionals or even organisations (like a bank). You can choose a
mix of people to act as your Executors, and they should be people you trust
to look after everything and carry out your wishes in your Will.
The Hope Foundation for Street Children is a Scottish Guarantee Company
(No SC335711) recognised as a Scottish Charity under Scottish Charity No.
SC038809 You will require these details if including us in your Will.

FAQs
What happens if I don’t have a Will?
If you die without making a Will, you will be classed as dying ‘intestate’ and this could result in your estate not going where you would have
wished. If you have no family members left to inherit, the entire estate will pass to the Crown.
How much of the money I give to The Hope Foundation is used for your work for children?
On average over the last five years, for every £1 spent by The Hope Foundation, 88p went towards our work for children around the world
and 12p was spent on governance of the charity.
What happens if I change my mind?
You are free to change your mind about leaving a gift in your Will to The Hope Foundation at any time, and we completely understand that
this is a personal decision. If you have told us you are intending to leave us a gift, it would be helpful to let us know if that changes.
We understand that leaving a legacy is a special and personal decision. That’s why we make this promise to you:
1. We agree that your family and friends come first, and promise to treat you and your family with courtesy, sensitivity and respect.
2. We respect that writing a Will is a personal process, and we understand that leaving a gift to a charity like The Hope Foundation can
bring a lot of comfort.
3. We will always be happy to answer any questions you have, explain The Hope Foundation’s work in more detail, and tell you where you
can find further information about how your gift will make a difference to children’s lives.
We will use your gift wisely and cost-effectively so that it has the greatest impact for children.
4. You can change your mind about leaving a legacy at any time, and we will respect your decision.
5. Any personal information that you choose to give us will be handled securely and confidentially. We will always respect your privacy –
you choose the frequency and ways we can contact you.

If you have any questions or would like to find out more,
please contact info@thehopefoundation.org.uk or call 020 8133 0863
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