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WHEN LIFE IS A FIGHT FOR 
SURVIVAL
There are an estimated 250,000 children living on the streets and 
slums of Kolkata, India (formerly known as Calcutta), (StreetInvest, 
2015).  Although children everywhere have an incredible ability to 
smile through all kinds of hardships, the challenges faced by 
Kolkata's slum and street-connected children are unimaginable to 
the great majority of us.  

From sunrise to sunset, they carry out a day's work in dangerous 
conditions, including collecting rubbish barefoot from dumps and 
railway tracks, as beggars or thieves controlled by gangs, and even 
as child sex workers.  

Rivers in the slums act as open sewers, also used for bathing and 
washing clothes and dishes. Toddlers play at the water's edge 
alongside wild animals scavenging for food. 

Malnutrition is more common in India than in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Eight states in India, including West Bengal, are poorer than the 46 
Sub-Saharan African countries combined (United Nations, 2010). 

India is also the most dangerous country in the world to be born a 
girl (United Nations Report, 2012). Girls are almost twice as likely as 
boys to die before the age of five,  due to discrimination, cruelty, 
neglect and female infanticide. Some mothers breastfeed their 
daughters for a shorter time as they fear good nourishment will 
speed the advent of puberty and the need for a costly wedding.  As a 
result of discrimination and poor facilities, girls have a much lower 
standard to education - spending on average four years in education 
compared to boys' 6 years (World Bank, 2010). 

Lucky is a quiet, shy but smiling boy. He's 12 and has run away from 
home four times because of his father's beatings. He lives at Kolkata's 
main train station and spends his days collecting rubbish - a day's work 
earns him 70p. In the evenings he inhales solvents to keep warm and 
dull his hunger.  

In recent months, Lucky has got to know outreach workers from HOPE 
and is about to start a detoxification programme. From there he'll move 
into a supportive protection home where he can start learning again. 



"PERFECT FOR 
PARTIES AND 

CELEBRATIONS"

CHILD SPONSORSHIP
The Hope Foundation believe that education 
is the pathway out of poverty. 

Our Child Sponsorship programme has been 
set up to help Kolkata's disadvantaged 
children get the education that  every child 
deserves. 

There are numerous examples of slum and 
street-connected children whose lives has 
been transformed by this type of 
sponsorship.  Some of our young children 
have gained professional qualifications and 
now, in turn, work to help other street 
connected children. 

Sponsoring a child is a fantastic way to help 
give a child a better future. Your donation of 
£20 per month helps one particular 
child through their education, whilst also 
providing for their healthcare.  

As some of the children HOPE works with are 
orphans or have families unable to support 
them, in these cases your sponsorship 
will also contribute towards their residential 
care in a loving home where all their needs 
are met. 

HOW IT WORKS
100% of your gift supports your sponsored child 
You will receive an annual photo , progress report & Christmas card from your sponsored child 
You can write and send photos if you would like to and your child will write back at Christmas 
Your school or club can also sponsor a child 
Please inform us if you would like to support a child of a particular age or gender 

"The problem with putting money in a 
tin is that I never know whether it is 
going to get to those who need it, and 
the joy of The Hope Foundation is that 
the money goes to the children who 
need it" 
                                             Eileen, child sponsor 

Krishna and Deep are very excited to be going to 
school with the help of their sponsors. They live 
in one of HOPE's protection homes and HOPE 
supports them with their fundamental rights to 
protection, education and healthcare. 

As well as receiving love and care from our staff, 
three nutritious meals a day and regular health 
check-ups, they also enjoy taking part in 
football, dancing, karate, art, yoga and drama. 

Today you can help transform the life of a child 
like Krishna or Deep. 



SIGN UP
The best  way to set up child sponsorship is online. Please visit 
 www.thehopefoundation.org.uk/donate to set up a monthly donation of £20. 
 Please also send us an email at info@thehopefoundation.org.uk to let us know 
 that this is child sponsorship, including your full name and address.  For more 
information, feel free to call us on  +44 (0)20 8133 0863.  If you prefer to do 
it by post, please fill in this form:  

Your personal details  

Title  

First name  

Surname  

 

Address 

Telephone  

Email 

Please pay to Barclays Bank PLC, 84 High Street, Princes Risborough, Buck, HP27 0BD for  the credit of The 
Hope Foundation for Street Children. Sort code: 20-85-73 Account number 73967735 

Your bank details  

Start date (until further notice ) 

Bank name  

Bank postal address 

Account number 

Sort code 

Payment reference  

Signature  

Date 

If you are a UK tax payer, the government's Gift Aid scheme means that we can reclaim basic tax rate you have 
already paid on your donation at no extra cost to you. "I am a UK tax payer and I would like The Hope Foundation to 
treat all my donations I make as Gift Aid donations  until I notify you otherwise". If you agree, please sign below.

Signature  Date  

Please return to: The Hope Foundation for Street Children, 54 King Edward Road, Maidstone, 
Kent, ME156PJ. Thank you for your gift. It will change lives! 
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STANDING ORDER

Please tick as appropriate  I wish to sponsor a child for £20 per month

I wish to sponsor a child with an annual payment of £240

If you would like to receive future communication from HOPE, please tick here


