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There are 250,000 children living in the streets 
and slums of Kolkata (formerly known as 
Calcutta), India. Although children everywhere 
have an incredible ability to smile through all kinds 
of hardships, the challenges faced by Kolkata’s 
street and slum children are unimaginable to the 
great majority of us.  

From 5am, they start a day’s work in dangerous 
conditions, including collecting rubbish barefoot 
from dumps and railway tracks, as beggars or 
thieves controlled by gangs, and even as child 
sex workers. 

Rivers in the slums act as open sewers, also 
used for bathing and washing clothes and dishes. 
Toddlers play at the water’s edge alongside wild 
animals scavenging for food. 

Countrywide, it is a little known fact that 
malnutrition is more common in India than in  
Sub-Saharan Africa. Eight states in India, 
including West Bengal, are poorer than the  
Sub-Saharan African countries combined.

India is also the most dangerous country in the 
world to be born a girl. Girls are almost twice as 
likely as boys to die before the age of five, due 
to discrimination, cruelty, neglect and female 
infanticide. Some mothers breastfeed their 
daughters for a shorter time as they fear good 
nourishment will speed the advent of puberty 
and the need for a costly wedding. As a result of 
discrimination, girls have a much lower standard 
of education - while 76% of boys can read or 
write; only 54% of girls can. 

When life is a fight for survival

Lucky is a quiet, shy but smiling boy. He’s 12 and has run away from home 
four times because of his father’s beatings. He lives at Kolkata’s main station 
and spends his days collecting rubbish - a day’s work earns him 70p. In the 
evenings he inhales solvents to keep warm and dull his hunger. His teeth are 

visibly stained and his lungs are becoming damaged.

In recent months, Lucky has got to know outreach workers from HOPE and 
is about to start a detoxification programme. From there he’ll move into a 

supportive protection home where he can start learning again. If he wants to, 
he can visit home and will have the support of a social worker. He will have 

regular health check-ups and nutritious meals every day.



Sponsoring a child is a fantastic way to help 
give a child a better future. Your donation of £20 
per month helps one particular child through 
their education, whilst also providing for their 
healthcare and nutrition. 

As many of the children HOPE works with are 
orphans or have families unable to support 
them, in these cases your sponsorship will also 
contribute towards their residential care in a loving 
home where all of their needs are met. 

Krishna and Deep (below) are very excited to be 
going to school with the help of their sponsors. 
They live in one of HOPE’s protection homes for 
children who have been orphaned, abandoned or 

Child sponsorship

Set up in 1999 in Ireland by Maureen Forrest (Hon. Director), The Hope 
Foundation has given over 200,000 children a brighter future. Now with  
an additional presence in the UK, Germany and the US, we are able to  

ensure greater numbers of Kolkata’s street and slum children enjoy their  
basic rights to protection, education, healthcare and nutritious food. 

who have broken families too poor to look after 
them. Some are former street children, while 
others have mothers working in the sex industry.

HOPE supports Krishna and Deep with all their 
daily needs and helps them to access their 
fundamental rights to protection, education, 
healthcare and nutritious food. 

As well as receiving love and care from our staff, 
three nutritious meals a day and regular health 
check-ups, they also enjoy taking part in football, 
dancing, karate, art, yoga and drama. 

Krishna and Deep also receive tutoring to help 
them keep up at school. This is very effective 
at preventing an increase in street and working 
children: in the areas where HOPE intervenes, 
school retention has increased from 25% to 75%.

You could help transform the life 
of a child like Krishna or Deep by 

sponsoring a child today. 



•  100% of your gift supports your sponsored child
•  You will receive an annual photo, progress report and Christmas card from your sponsored child
•  If you would like to choose the child’s age and gender then we can try to arrange this
•  You can write and send photos once per year if you would like to
•  If you would like to send gifts then you can contribute to the Children’s Holiday Fund to help 

provide a week at the seaside (this avoids singling out certain children with gifts)
•  If you would like to sponsor a child through your school or club, this can be arranged

You can set up child sponsorship at: www.thehopefoundation.org.uk.  
Alternatively, please complete and return this form to us:

How child sponsorship works

Sign up
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“The problem with putting money in a tin is that I never know whether it is 
going to get to those who need it, and the joy of The Hope Foundation is that 

the money goes to the children who do need it.”  Eileen, child sponsor.

Standing Order Form: The Hope Foundation for Street Children

Title: First name: Surname:

Address: 

 Postcode:

Email: Tel:

Gift Aid Declaration

If you are a UK taxpayer, the government’s Gift Aid scheme means that we can reclaim basic rate tax you have already 
paid on your donation at no extra cost to you. I am a UK taxpayer and I would like The Hope Foundation to treat all 
donations I make as Gift Aid donations until I notify you otherwise.

Signature: Date:

Feedback

You will be kept informed of the progress of your sponsored child through an annual report and photo.  

Please tick if you do not wish to receive these updates  
Please tick if you do not wish to receive our general updates in addition to news of your sponsored child:  

Please pay to Barclays Bank PLC, 84 High Street, Princes Risborough, Bucks HP27 OBD for the credit of  
THE HOPE FOUNDATION FOR STREET CHILDREN: Account Number: 73967735 Sort Code: 20-85-73

Please tick as appropriate: I wish to sponsor a child for £20 per month   

 I wish to sponsor a child with an annual payment of £240   

Your bank details

Start date: (until further notice) Bank name:

Bank postal address in full: 

 Postcode:

Sortcode:   Account number:  

Signature:

Date:      Payment reference:

Please return this form to: The Hope Foundation UK, Suite 77, 137 Brent Street, 
London, NW4 4DJ. Thanks.
Please send this form to: The Hope Foundation UK, Southbank House, Unit 145, 
Black Prince Road, London, SE1 7SJ. Many thanks


