Healthcare

The Hope Foundation enables street and slum
children to access healthcare both in their
communities and at our facilities. We provide
health services in the slums through outreach
clinics, run the HOPE Hospital which caters
for street children’s diverse health needs, and
provide health and nutrition support to children at
our creches, coaching centres and homes.

Basic health education can mean the difference
between life and death in the slums, where we
raise awareness of how to stay healthy. We also
advocate to the government to improve local
health standards, including providing better water
and sanitation facilities to reduce the threats of
killer diseases like typhoid and diarrhoea.

Our healthcare programme, in partnership with

Irish Aid, has reached out to almost 300,000 ’ :
people since its inception. I £

How you can help

The Hope Foundation relies on the generosity of individuals like you to continue our vital work with
street children. There are many ways you can help us.

To donate, please:

* Visit www.thehopefoundation.org.uk to donate online

* Send a cheque payable to “The Hope Foundation for Street Children” to The Hope Foundation,
Magnum House, High Street, Lane End, Bucks HP14 3JG
(To Gift Aid your donation, please call us or download our Gift Aid form)

° Text “HOPE44 £10” to 70070 (or any amount between £1 - £10)

You can also:
* Become a child sponsor (£20 per month) to support the children we work with through their education
 Volunteer on our projects in Kolkata for up to 12 months

Find out more at www.thehopefoundation.org.uk, or by calling 0844 478 0778. Alternatively,
return this slip to us and we will tell you more.

| would like to know more about (please tick): NAME: 1ottt
[ Setting up a regular donation

[ Sponsoring a child for £20 per month
[ Volunteering in Kolkata Phone No:......civiii
[ Taking part in a fundraising event

[ Getting my local school/group involved
D Setting up a local fundraising COMMIEE e e e e
[Leaving a legacy

Email: ..o

D Please tick here if you would not like to receive our news updates

Please return to: The Hope Foundation, Magnum House,
High Street, Lane End, Bucks HP14 3JG g%gglﬂmﬂ
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A staggering 100,000 children in Kolkata (formerly
known as Calcutta), India, are street children,
living with no shelter. Add to this the children
whose only shelter is plastic sheeting or makeshift
shacks in the slums, and the number reaches
250,000.

While many are born into life in the streets and
slums, others are pushed into destitution by
poverty, overcrowding, abuse, or family illness
or breakdown. They eke out a living working
long hours in dangerous conditions to meet their
needs, alongside India’s 60 million child workers.

Nearly half of Kolkata’s street children are stunted
because of malnutrition. Street girls are at

particularly high risk of exploitation and abuse —
15% of India’s prostitutes are children, many as a
result of being trafficked away from their families.

Kolkata’s street and slum children grow up in this
hardened environment with little or no education
or healthcare, and few prospects of a brighter
future. Every day they are exposed to hazards few
of us will have to face in our lifetimes.

Rohima wishes she could attend school but hasn’t
been able to since her father died. Her mother
is mentally ill so Rohima takes responsibility for
her siblings, a younger brother and sister at their
makeshift home in Kolkata’s Hastings slum.
She says:

“I love school but | can’t go while | have my brother and sister to look after, so
| am stuck in class 1. My teachers want to help me but | don’t think they can.
Most of the time we need money for food so we look through the rubbish to
see what we can find, like plastic bottles and pieces of material.”
Rohima, aged 7.




Set up in 1999 in Ireland by Maureen Forrest (Hon. Director), The Hope
Foundation has grown to employ over 700 people in India and give over 200,000
children a brighter future. Now with a presence in Ireland, India, the UK, Germany
and the US, we are able to ensure greater numbers of Kolkata’s street and slum

children enjoy their basic rights to protection, education and healthcare.

We run and support a number of homes and drop
in centres offering protection to children at risk of
physical, emotional, economic and sexual abuse
and neglect. The children come from the streets
and slums, usually from broken families.

Our homes offer approximately 300 children
protection, education, healthcare, counselling,
recreation, support and a loving environment to
grow up in. Children with disabilities and health
problems such as HIV receive the additional
support they need to lead fulfilling lives.

We also protect children through helping them
to overcome solvent addiction, which is a
widespread problem among street children, and
rehabilitate children who have been trafficked for
prostitution, child labour and domestic work.

Education is essential if street children are to
break out of a life of poverty and secure a brighter
future with employment opportunities.

The Hope Foundation develops children’s basic
learning skills so that they can attend or re-enter
mainstream schools. We run créches in the slums
to prepare children for school, and support older
children through coaching centres and homework
clubs. These help the children to keep up at
school and prevent dropping out.

We also run vocational training centres to teach
former sex workers and other vulnerable young
people aged 16 - 25 employable skills. These
include, tailoring, embroidery, baking, catering,
computers, beautician skills and photography.

We assist over 3,000 children and

young people to access education
each year.




