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Who are The Hope Foundation?  

The Hope Foundation is an Irish charity (CHY13237)working for the street children 

of Calcutta (now known as Kolkata). HOPE also has 2 offices in Kolkata, a UK and a 

German branch, and works in partnership with 14 Indian NGOs. Currently HOPE 

funds over 60 projects for street children and their families in Kolkata in the areas 

of: education, healthcare, accommodation, protection, vocational training, counselling and 

advocacy.  HOPE was established in 1999 in response to the terrible plight of the abandoned 

and abused street children of Kolkata who face a bleak future of poverty, disease, violence, 

abuse and death. These children desperately need our help. YOU can help us offer them a 

better future.  

For further info on the work of HOPE visit www.hopefoundation.ie / 

www.hopechild.org / www.hope - foundation.in or call 00 353 21 4292990  

HOPE PHOTOGRAHPY EXPERIENCE 2012  

The HOPE Photography Experience promises the journey of a life time.  

Photographers will spend time in Kolkata , The Sundarbans and Birbhum ,  

(itinerary subject to change), where you will capture and record moments that  

would otherwise remain unseen. It is a photographerôs paradise with an exciting 

mix of visuals, which will produce photographs that will astonish even the  

most well -travelled photographer. You will experience a photographerôs dream  

come true.  

 

Visit HOPEôs Childrenôs Projects in Kolkata 
 

A unique aspect of this trip is visits to HOPEôs projects in Kolkata. This will be a chance for trip 

participants to see first - hand where your fundraising money is being put to use and to give 

some of your time and energy to the children and adolescents who live in the HOPE homes 

and who attend other projects like schools, medical facilities, drug rehabilitation centres 

and craft cooperatives  run by HOPE together with our Indian partner groups. You will also get 

to meet project staff who will answer any questions you may have and tell you more about spe-

cific projects. This is a unique opportunity to see your fundraising in action and volunteer a little 

of your time to help. You will never forget your time with the children of Kolkata who have so little 

but have so much joy to share.  
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The Sundarbans  is the largest single block of tidal forest in the world. It is intersected by a complex 

network of tidal waterways, mudflats and small islands of salt - tolerant mangrove forests.  This work-

shop will allow photography enthusiasts an opportunity to explore the country's wilderness through 

the lens and also visit HOPEôs holistic education project.  This project supports 63 children through our 

Partner PBKOJP.  

 

Birbhum district  often called "The land of red soil", Birbhum is noted 

for its topography and its cultural heritage which is unique and is some-

what different from that of the other districts in West Bengal.  

 

Birbhum is primarily an agricultural district with around 75% of the 

population being dependent on agriculture. Principal industries of the 

district include cotton and silk harvesting and weaving, rice and oilseed 

milling, lac harvesting, stone mining and metal ware and pottery  

manufacture.  

 

HOPE is currently supporting 70 local tribal children to access education, 

healthcare and counselling services through our partner MBBCDS.  

A visit here will allow participants a fantastic opportunity to experience 

and shoot stunning visuals.  

 

"I witnessed a truly an amazing side of India that is sadly experienced by many people in the 
world to day. It has changed my life and my view on the people of the impoverished areas of  

Kolkata and the world.  
 

David Lavery, Volunteer Photographer on HOPEõs Projects 
 

Why take part?  

By taking part on this journey you will gain privileged access to people, places and moments you 

would never otherwise see. It is an opportunity to capture some amazing photos because this has 

been designed by experienced Photographers  who know what it takes to inspire you. There will be 

small groups of approximately eight to one pro photographer to allow for personal attention. All  

levels from beginner to advanced are welcome  to participate. You are guaranteed to have an  

incredible experience with like - minded people. Finally and most importantly, your participation 

will be directly contributing to making a real difference to children's lives.  
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Experienced Photographers  

David Lavery & Sean Murphy 
from Cork write about their  

Photography experiences in Kolkata  
with The Hope Foundation 

 

 

 

In 1996 I had my first taste of Travel to India. I like many other backpackers spent 

several months travelling the many tourist trails of India & South East Asia. My  

experience back then was a feeling that I had seen the real India.  

 

Fast forward to 2010 I returned as a photographer to India as part of a small group 

of photographers that assisted The Hope Foundation in capturing some of their work 

in a photographic format. I could never have prepared my self for what I was about 

to experience.  

 

The Hope Foundation brought me in to areas of Kolkata that little or no tourists would ever consider 

travelling to. Once I commenced the journey into the back streets/slums/city dumps and less deprived 

areas of Kolkata I was deeply saddened but yet excited at what I was witnessing. As a photographer 

in these areas I was initially a little nervous. But as I found out, the people in these areas were just so 

amazingly friendly, welcoming and sharing. Despite all the poverty and harsh conditions experienced 

in the slums, the people had enlightening smiles on their faces. They were a joy to chat with. It was 

photographers paradise for capturing beautiful colour, stunning portraits and life in the slums of  

Kolkata. I witnessed a truly amazing side of India that is sadly experienced by many people in the 

world to day.  

 

It has changed my life and my view on the people of the impoverished  

areas of Kolkata and the world. In 2011 I returned yet again and  

experienced even more culture, colour and even getting lost in a slum. As 

a result of this it has become an annual ritual.  

               David Lavery  
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During my two trips to India in 2010 and 2011, I had the privilege to work for The Hope Foundation as a  

photographer and on my 2011 trip I also took a lot of video as well. I was very impressed with the whole 

structure of the organisation, really hands on with the maximum amount of aid going straight to where it 

was needed. I will only touch on a few of the many experiences during the visits.  

 

The most moving was a baby who was abandoned on the street in Kolkata by her family who could not  

afford the medical bills for treatment she needed. We saw her again twelve months later still in the HOPE 

Hospital well on her way to a full recovery.  

 

The Howrah De -Addiction Centre is a great example of HOPEôs work in Kolkata. They provide counselling, 

education, food and organised games to recovering addicts suffering mainly from solvent abuse.  

 

Having lived in a rural area all my life I just loved the trip to Birbhum in 2011. The villagers despite their 

simple meagre lifestyle are always in good humour. They put on a very colourful show for us and we felt 

like celebrities.  Another highlight were the trips around Kolkata in an ambulance by night looking for 

abandoned children or those in need were amazing and I am so glad I had my video camera to record the 

experience.                

Sean Murphy  


